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Ullman, James Ramsey Lippincott 
RIVER OF THE SUN $3.50 


This is another story of seeking a nameless goal - a story of men trying to es- 
cape. Where in Zhe White Tower, the material goal was a mountain peak, here it is the 
River of the Sun, branch of the Amazon which leads through the unknown mountains to what? 
Gold? Oil? And the answer is, perhaps, the same in the two books. Achievement lies in 
the search and the return to life - not in the finding and escape. But in both books, 
the end seems to spell frustration and failure. In both, the reader lives through- with 
the participants - the struggle, the exhaustion, the set-backs, the disappointments, the 
falling by the way. Instead of an upward struggle against the power of snow and ice and 
the mountain vastnesses there is the earthbound struggle against the jungle, with its 
terrors, its impenetrability, its extremes of heat and drought and moisture and disease. 
And against it, men play out their dramas. The story teller, Allison, had become a beach- 
comber, seeking forgetfulness of the wife whose death was the price of his own determina- 
tion to seek the river. Roused from his apathy by the challenge of the search again, he 
joins forces with McHugh, bent on finding oil and the river, backed by money and commer- 
cial interests. As they reach the base of operations, they find themselves on the trail 
of other seekers - others escaping memory:- Cobb, derelict, alive only in the search for 
riches he cannot use; Barna, the professor, believed to hold the key, desiring only to 
forget all that civilization has meant, to identify himself with a tiny segment of Indians, 
fleeing the whites; O Touro, the giant Negro, escaping the law and the memories of the 
black man in a white civilization in his dominance of the Brazilian peons, his love for 
his wife and child - and Christine, seeking her husband, the professor, so that she may 
forget wherein she had failed him. There's mystery here and adventure and the struggle 
of man against nature. But just as Zhe White Tower was the mountain's story, so this is 
the story of the river and the jungle - and man's pitiful struggle against power stronger 
than himself. 


January. 31 


Shute, Nevil 
ROUND THE BEND 


Another straw in the wind suggesting a new trend in novels of spiritual import. 
Leslie Greener's No Time To Look Back (Viking)- published last Spring - was a significant 
and moving novel in this genre. Now comes the new Nevil Shute, showing advance in power 
over a rather fumbling handling of the spiritual impinging on the material in his Vo High- 
way = almost, in this new book, a successful achievement. In both books, flying plays a 
vital part; in both, the mechanic is the central figure rather than the pilot. Here he 
uses the time honored Servant in the House motif. As Tom Cutter tells the story, the 
reader identifies himself with Cutter recurrently glimpsing divinity in the chief mechanic, 
half-caste, British-Chinese, more Asiatic than British in his spiritual values. Cutter 
didn't want to believe his friend and associate in the burgeoning commercial flying ven- 
ture in the Persian Gulf area was anything but human. But he knew that his spiritual mess- 
age to the mechanics in the air strips all through the East had made better men as well as 
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better craftsmen of them all. He knew that the man himself was looked upon as Prophet 
and Teacher, by Buddhists, Muslims, Hindoos, and those countless fringe religions of the 
East. He knew that through him taboos of race and creed were being overcome. He knew 
the legend was growing, though the man himself did not seek it. He knew that the conser- 
vative British were afraid - and he moved Shaklin on to Bali; then the Dutch, too, became 
fearful, as planeloads of pilgrims sought his blessing. Finally, when fatal illness be- 





lied his divinity, the message he carried still dominated, and with his death the question, 


though still insoluble, hung in the air - and the legend, with its valued concomitant of 
worship through skills, grew and strengthened. Perhaps this is Shute's most important 
book, though not on the level of straight story. At times difficult, at times technical, 
at times distasteful to those who pigeonhole religion as apart from daily life- there is 
nonetheless that emphasis on seeking spiritual values which is a trend in modern fiction 
not to be overlooked. 


Unpredictables- For the Most Part 


A collection of short stories by Elizabeth Bowen (Knopf! for her market is assured, as 
is~ for a still more limited special audience TROUBLED SLEEP by Jean Paul Sartre (Knopf). 
The balance seems to be on the side of the thrillers Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Fiction 


December 1 


Garrison, Joan Arcadia 
PORTRAIT IN PASTELS $2.00 


What happens when Cora Mayne, a commercial artist, leaves New York and 4 man 
who loves her for New England, and a man who does not- Ned Baird, the local D.A. For 
Ned's sake Cora is persuaded to help Marie Jourdan, a former model, make a comeback in 
her career, but when she does so- as Cora uses her as a cover girl- Marie walks out on 
both Cora and Ned, clears the way for them... Virtue is its own- and your only- reward. 


Stuart, Florence Arcadia 
THE NECKLACE $2.00 


Of the troubles that red-headed Nancy, a model, heads into when the men fall 
down in rows, and their women take up a tight battleline formation. There's a gem-loaded 
Indian Maharajah, a family of Maine Brahmins, a rare pearl necklace, but Nancy rises above 
the suspicion her beauty provokes and proves that handsome is as handsome does. It could 
only happen in a book- like this. 


December 4 


Sullivan, Richard Holt 
THE FRESH AND OPEN SKY $3.00 


A collection of short stories, previously published in high and middle browed 
periodicals. Mr. Sullivan's facile style glides smoothly in and out of these categories 
to meet the reader demands of each magazine. However, as long as he concentrates on the 
family unit, which is his specialty, the stories are extremely successful. Fathers and 
daughters, husbands and wives, husbands and "the girl next door", honeymooners, children 
in strange places - all achieve an incisive identity in the focus of the home - in this 
case middle-class American. In Honeymoon the new husband discovers a snake in the Garden 
of Eden in a dulcet wooing of his wife by an admirer; in Jn a Glass Darkly a lonely hus- 
band, losing his wife's love, finally succumbs to his status as the."perfect husband”; 
there is a touching and penetrating story of a lost child and the adult grotesques who 
surround her; Zhe Women is a sensitive story of a man's reflections about the women who 
love him - mother, wife and daughter; and 4 Queer Kind of Sorrow, to us the most memorable 
story, is a haunting yarn of young boys,and the tragic man who personified their fears. 

A wide range of appeal and an assortment of styles. 
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January 2 


Marshall, Marguerite Mooers Macrae -Smith 
THE LONGEST WAY ROUND | $2.50 


Of orphaned Marie Louise, a jeune fille en full fleur, who learns at 21 that 
her father is alive- and living in Canada. Leaving New York, and Chris (who loves her 
and calls her May Lou), with stars in those eyes that quickly cloud over, Marie Louise 
is warmly taken in by her father and his new family, is cavalierly courted by Jean, a 
cousin. But when her affections falter between Jean and Chris,if takes time- and an 
assist from her father- to head her back to New York and Chris... Sub-deb stuff. 


jamecy 5 


Hitrec, Joseph Harper | 
ANGEL OF GAIETY $3.00 
The author's Son of the Moon won the Harper prize in 1948. This seems the chief 
claim to advance for this new novel of India and Anglo-Indians, with the half-caste pro- 
blem at the heart of the conflict. There's a somewhat cyncial undertone in the author's 
approach to his central characters, hucksters on the make, the chief a boor whose life- 
blood is linked to his faith in his product and the two men who work for him and who 
cordially detest each other. Two absentee wives provide insignificant brakes on the 
amorous adventures of the chief and his Cockney agent, while the wife of the third man, 
an Anglo-Indian who feels herself vastly superior to the rest of them, successfully puts 
spokes in her husband's wheel. The tension is brought to high heat by the pursuit of 
love on the part of the chief, in the person of Stella, a half-caste, who is out for what 
she can get without giving. The story builds to a climax - and then disintegrates into 
unresolved tragedy, though Stella's jeath fails to stir the reader's emotions a whit. 
An unlovely portrait of an abnormal pattern of living. 


January 8 


Bowen, Elizabeth Knopf 
EARLY STORIES $3.00 


A one volume presentation of Elizabeth Bowen's first short stories, two coll- 
ections which were written in her early twenties, published under the titles fncounters 
and Ann Lee's. Casting a clinical eye on her early work in the preface here, Miss Bowen 
scores the harshness of her more youthful judgments, the "precocity and naivety”, the 
characters and situations which were not derived from a real waid but only guessed at. 
Fragmentary, sometimes unresolved, these early stories- or sketches- are to reveal the 
quality of her later work- the impressionable susceptibility- the rare responsiveness to 
places, objects- the delicate touching off of an experience. There is a young girl's 
ambivalence toward her mother; an oppressively encompassing older woman; a young wife's 
obsession with her predecessor; a boy's flagellating fantasy of his mother's death; a 
breakfast in an English rooming house; some scenes’ in Italy; etc. etc. And for her defin- 
ite, dedicated following, here is again the evidence of a style which is reticent in ap- 
proach, fragile in texture. 


Newby, P. H. Knopf 
THE YOUNG MAY MOON $3.00 


An inconclusive novel which conerns itself with adolescence and a father-son 
relationship, this sprawls from Wales to English suburbia in realistic, though often ob- 
scure, manner. Zion Terrace is roused to much gossip and rumor by the death of Mrs. Rice, 
and when her husband, Alec, after sending the boy Philip to his uncle, Adrian, a master 
baker in Wales, vanishes, the tempest continues. Philip hears the real truth about him- 
self from his uncle; the dead woman was Alec's second wife; Philip is to meet his real 
mother but finds out, in unhappy shock, that she is dead; he fails to reach his father. 
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Alec, in running off, finds Doll, a brassy, honest barmaid, and through his interference 
in her life they are both set adrift until news of Philip's collapse forces Alec to come 
to Wales. There it is Philip who wins out and Doll is sent away. Philip is left with 
his loyalty to his Father, no memories of his dead mother and a sense of justice to his 
dead step-mother. With an opening chapter setting a scene that is never fulfilled, this 
does not coalesce into a well-contrived whole, although there are some incidents, scenes 
and sections that have force and fascination. 


January 8 


Tingay, Lance- fd. Knopf 
THE BEDSIDE BARSETSHIRE $3.50 


If you are seeking an effortlessly charming introduction to Trollope, this is 
your answer. It is keyed to that demand rather than a tantalizing taste of richer fare, 
nostalgic in mood, as was The Trollope Reader, edited by Esther Dunn and Marion Dodd 
(Oxford) in 1947. The six Chronicles of Barsetshire are "sampled" in judiciously select- 
ed extracts, whole episodes, brief pen portraits, pungent epigrams. One gets the flavor 
of Trollope, without the full substance. One meets his chief characters,- the Proudies, 
the Greshams, the Crawleys, and of course Dr. Thorne, Mr. Slope and others. Two or three 
original essays serve to set the scene and distill the essence. 


January 11 


Barrett, William E. Doubleday 
THE LEFT HAND OF GOD $3.00 


Smooth storytelling with more than a note of reverence for a novel set in the 
far hills of northern China which concerns a mission manned by an American doctor, his 
wife and a nurse, and a soldier of fortune, Carmody, in the pay of a native warlord, Mieh 
Yang. Deserting Yang, Carmody assumes the identity and the robes of a priest who was 
murdered by Yang's men, goes to the mission where the many needs of the villagers compel 
him to sustain the deception. In so doing, he personally experiences the revival of his 
faith, but forfeits the love of Anne, the nurse. But when Mieh Yang advances on the 
mission, it is Carmody who ensures its safety in a gamble with Yang which he wins, is 
cleared by the Church of the means by which he accomplished his ends, and is at last free 
for Anne... Not too much quality, but a situation which has its tense, tight moments. 
Rentals rather than sales. 


January 16 


Bentley, Phyllis Macmillan 
QUORUM . $3.00 


This is “off the track" for Phyllis Bentley, although the setting is a familiar 
enough one- the textile region of England. But the story is a play of characters brought 
into artificial contact through the accident of membership on a committee which in itself 
plays small part in motivation or resolution of the theme. The meeting simply serves to 
bring into focus the characters, whose conflicts exist apart from the purpose of the com- 
mittee. There is old Thomas Armitage, chairman, whose problem on the outside is the 
keeping control of the textile industry which has been his life; there is Sir Charles 
Considine, who is determined to edge his way in, by fair means or foul; there's Bairstow, 
veteran and hero, whose financial straits almost bring him to make a deal with Sir Charles- 
but who learns what manner of man he is at the meeting; there's Miss Marrison, lady on 
the make; there's Greenwood, a Communist, seizing any chance for an "in"; there's Council- 
lor Ormerod, self-made and labor conscious; there's Mrs. Sykes, a teacher and “good doer”; 
and there's flibberty gibbet Rosemary Heald, representing youth incarnate. Through the 
chance mirror of the committee meeting, the personal problems of several are solved. 
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January 22 
Sartre, Jean Paul Knopf 
TROUBLED SLEEP $3.50 


The third novel in the Roads to Freedom trilogy - a sustained climax in a tragic 
drama of blood and ashes. The novel opens with the fall of France in 1940 and the root- 
less, corrosive bitterness of Gomez, returned from defeat in Spain to New York and its 
suffocating indifference. The stage set in defeat and aridity, the characters which ap- 
peared.in the earlier novels become caught up in the tragedy of the ignominious end of 
France- all seek self-justification,escape or annjhiliation. Mathieu, adrift in the dis- 
persed army approaches with horrid fascination the compulsion to assume responsibility 
for defeat , finally choosing death in action; Boris with "none of the vocations necessary 
for living", leaves the arms of his dying mistress to fight again for England; Daniel, 
the homosexual, society-sick, plunges into the violence of desire; Brunet .the Communist, 
finds that one set of ideals match another in futility when faced with men eaten by shame, 
and shorn of love and respect; and Schneider, who will not rise above or fall below de- 
feat, but decide to "go on living degradation". An heroic drama of men sunken in guilt 
and shame- (to existentialist Sartre the antithesis of life), of the ones who retain their 
moral convictions, and of those who compromise or are folded into the rotting wings of 
the "angels of extermination". A powerful and compelling book and a grim reminder. Pre- 


dictable Sartre sales. 


January 25 


Doubleday 


Mead, Shepherd 
TESSIE: The Hound of Channel One $2-50/2.75 
A not very important, or successful, spoof on TV, which has on the credit side 
a touch of light lunacy. Strictly a gag story, this is based on the success of a collie, 
Tessie, in the early days of TV, when the gimmick was the search of all aspiring perform- 
ers. Eddie Woodley, a contented printing salesman, inherits Tessie and soon finds out 
that not only is she unpredictable, a drunkard and a problem, but that in front of an 
audience, she is ham supreme. Her rise in TV takes her from the commercials on to the 
entertainment part of the program and just when he and Treakle, who takes Tessie through 
her performances, are ready to clean up - Tessie is kidnaped. When her body is found, 
there is nation-wide excitement, her funeral is a day's wonder - and when the real Tessie 
turns up, she is quite another character, love and motherhood having done the damage. A 
couple of. sidelights on the newest profession, this is for pastime ee only. Illus- 


trated by Weston B. Emmart. 
January 30 ~ 


Macmillan 


‘Brown, Hilton 
ASYLUM ISLAND . $3.00 
An English importation recounts the opera bouffe happenings on the Caribbean 
island of Lassou when the present Consul and the ex-consul are murdered. It is the work 
of the minor Machiavelli, Strathdee, to insure the succession of his pupil, Telemaque, 
that offers quite lively entertainment, for Florian, the son of the dead ex-consul, ar- 
rives with La Chouie, his intricately scheming secretary, to oust Telemaque. Florian is 
eye-catching, flamboyant, and backed by an interested South American state; Telemaque is 
a "decent little mut", steeped in the Christian religion and unwilling to fight for his 
rights; the battle therefor is between Strathdee and La Chouie, with Strathdee, in canny 
Scots fashion, coming out the winner when he enlists the backing of a local witch doctor 
and the Negroes. An island that is bats, crazy, lunatic, and a refuge, a cast that ranges 
from white to mulatto and Negro, and situations that verge on the fantastic are combined 
in bouncy style, which is not marked by finesse. 
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January 31 


Bruce, Miriam Harper 
LINDEN ROAD $3 .00\—~ 


A story of isolation caused by the "disease of being a Jew" takes Hagar Tobias 
from her late ‘teens to the days of her awakening in World War II. For Hagar, living on 
Linden Road, brought up with Gentiles, conditioned and trained, and spoon-fed by an inm- 
peccable if prejudiced English Nanny, has two further assaults on her well-preserved 
training to deny her birth that give her cause to break with her entire background. Her 
parents get divorced and Richard, the cousin she loves, leaves to study in England and 
doesn't return. Hagar, whose reserve has been capable of ignoring the slights that being 
Jewish entails, has disliked and feared the vigorous and numerous relatives who make no 
bones about their origin. Then she finds in Italy not only Richard but the desperate 
need to acknowledge the fact that she is a Jew, and in so doing, is at last at peace with 
herself. A novel of some sensitivity, this probes the aches and pains of enforced secrecy 
and the poison of concentrated hostility. 


Gilpatric, Guy Harper 
& Raines, Norman MacLeod $2 -F5 
SD 


GLENCANNON MEETS TUGBOAT ANNIE 


The familiar Caledonian hiccup paired off with the well-known American burp - 
this, in other verbs, accomplishes "the happy days are here some more” with two hitherto 
immovable forces. For Glencannon's home from home, §S. S. Inchcliffe Castle, in need of 
a tow, is picked up by the shifty Bullwinkle instead of Annie, who has been assigned to 
his ship, and when he learns of the swindle afoot, Glencannon, with a whoosh, joins Annie 
in foiling the villain, That this includes a nephew who wrestles, a nylon hawser, dummy 
(and real) mines, besides the stealing of his ship, is of little import when it comes to 
such a collaboration of such a twain. Old friends and favorites in happy salubrity. 


Canning, Victor M. S. Mill 
, BIRD OF PREY $3.00 


A chase in which the hound becomes the hare when his search threatens to disclose 
too much for comfort. Private agent, Mercer, shabby and on the verge of selling his pride 
and loyalty, is ready to inform his client that the man, Uccello, whom he is to find, is 
dead, but the treatment he receives, at the hands of the police, Count Boria and his hench- 
man, the murder and assassination of which he is accused, and the attacks he undergoes, 
stiffen up his spine. and make him turn against his pursuers. In his patient gathering 
of detail, he unearths the past of Uccello which proves him to have been a thief, genius, 
partisan and traitor, and discovers the Vccello of the present a hard-to-catch quarry. 

But in spite of everything, Mercer gets his man and keeps his integrity. Played out in 
present day Italy, this has a validity of character that offsets its melodrama. 


January 2? 26 


Paterson, Neil | Random House 
THE CHINA RUN Ba eS” 


The author of last year's Behold Thy Daughter with a collection of short stories 
which display a direct and honest narrative talent, few private subtleties and some read- 
ily communicable sympathies. There is admiration for Christian West, in the title story, 
a 19th century girl who when taken on the open seas mastered navigation, assumed command 
of her husband's ship as well as the rough characters she confronted; a touch of tragedy 
in the story of a circus midge who fell in love with a girl; a broad, bravado humor in 
the Spaniard passionate about his pigeons, his wine and his women; a nasty edge for the 
final rites of an actress; a show of gallantry for the gesture of a bullfighter in Fas- 
cist Spain; and a winsome story of two boys, a grim grandfather, and the "babby” they 
hid in the woods... There is however not a sure audience for this medium. 
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January 1a 


Willets, Ann Random House 
NEVER GIVE THE HEART £3 68 


A novel of a reluctant adult, a yearning adolescent who will not surrender to 
the present, this has much compassion for the problems of the poor little rich people. 
For Anton, who still dreams possessively of Rufus, is three years married to Chapin and 
pregnant, and viewing her life in terms of the summer spent with Rufus and his sister, 
Muffy, in Italy before this war. Knowing these to be useless illusions, she neverthe- 
less can find no excuses for Chapin, tries still to bind Rufus to her when he comes to 
their suburban community. She loses her baby, her married life goes downhill and the 
death of a friend's child, with polio, drives her to Paris, where Muffy, crippled but 
happily married tries to open Anton's eyes. It is Muffy's death, uselessly heroic, that 
sends Anton back to American and Chapin. There's the involuntary alcoholic, the climber, 
the assured socialite, those who are conscious of the waste of their lives, wealthy 
suburbia running with the pack and holding on to little straws to make their unfulfilled 
lives possible - all this in Fitzgeraldian sympathy, with some of the gilt, but the 
result may be apathy. 


One Late Comer 


Arthur, Phyllis Avalon 
GODDESS IN THE HOME $2.00 


The problems which confront daughter Caroline when she jeopardizes her own 
marriage to chaperone her father, George, and Thea, his ward, who comes in from Califor- 
nia and appropriates him during his wife's absence. Aware of Thea's calculated attrac- 
tions, of her father's naive vulnerability, Caroline sits it out until Thea elopes with 
a younger man, her mother returns from a chastening experience, and Caroline is free to 
go on with her own life. Attractive aptitudes for rent. (11/27) 


MYSTERIES WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


January 11 


Hagen, Miriam-Ann Doubleday 
MURDER - BUT NATCH $2.50 


Shipboard secrecy for the Atlantic crossing of Hortense Clinton when she gets 
all the facts of a disappearance, a murder and a suicide inside out. Even officialdonm, 
from the purser to the Captain, tries to keep her quiet, and when more vigvrous means 
are used she still continues to snoop, debarking in New York bruised and battered. Fi- 
nally piecing together the truth, she gets one more knockout and a real solution. Light, 
unpretentious. 


January 18 


Hendryx, James B. Doubleday 
THE STAMPEDERS $2.50 


A Girl of the Golden West story, laid in the Klondike just before the great 
gold rush of 1898, this tells of redheaded Julie Condon, nicknamed "Fireweed" by the 
handful of miners to whom she is friend and ministering angel. On the scene come a 
young chechako (inexperienced miner) who works hard to become a real sourdough, and 
villain Ear Bite Finley, after Julie's money. Furious action but a flimsy story that 
doesn't come near London's and Beach's classic tales of the gold fields. ' 
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January 25 


























Dean, Amber Doubleday 
© TICKET TO BUFFALO $2.50 


A honeymoon detour for Tammis and Scott for the purpose of learning the facts 
behind a letter from Scott's dead father leads the couple into some pertinent, and im- 
pertinent, events in Buffalo. Their investigations turn up hard-to-believe details of 
the dead man's life, warnings against further snoopings are emphatic, but they pig-head 
to an acceptable solution. Natural dialog and homely detail keep this right down to 
earth. 


Neville, Margot Doubleday 
MURDER BEFORE MARRIAGE $2.50 


The lackadaisical, even lacklustre, investigation which attends a killing in 
the home of Margaretta Gaiford, just prior to her nephew William's wedding to young 
Susan. Susan's interest in the man next door, for whom she covers, Margaretta's inter- 
est in getting her married, and the below board activities of some dependents, confuse 
the case which ends with a new suspect, a new slant. You wont have to give it too mich 
thought. 


January 30 


Overholser, Wayne D. Macmillan 
STEEL TO THE SOUTH $2.50 
A fast turn-around in Central Oregon, ready for the railroad but fighting it. 
@ all the way. Clay Bond comes back home to find old battle lines redrawn, his enemy's 
daughter ready for romance, and destroys the power of cattle king Bronc Main in a fight- 
ing finish. Slim but speedy. 


January 31 


Symons, Julian Harper 
THE THIRTY-FIRST OF FEBRUARY $2.50 


A quite expert study in deterioration, this follows the aftermath of the death 
of Anderson's wife as it affects his conscience rather than his heart. Through the days 
of embarassing errors at his advertising office, of inexplicable reminders of her death 
which plague him, to the nights which bring no release as he seeks out easy women, this 
follows through to the mental breakdown deliberately provoked by the police. Sharpened 
by satire, this is cold, precise, pitiless. 


Reeve, Christopher M. S. Mill 
MURDER STEPS OUT $2 .50 


Well bred British circles background the sudden death of Julian Sheriffe,shadow 
with suspicion the wife who had left him, the nephew who will inherit, and bring into 
question a rare ruby, not known to be in his possession. In the unofficial moves and 
manoeuvers which follow, the search for the stone jeopardizes another life, exposes the 
killer. A predictable pattern. 
















* 


MARAUDERS AT THE LAZY MARE 


Morrow 


$2.50 


Our old friends, Sam Sloan, Pat Stevens and Ezra, deep in you know what again, 
as mysterious murders crop up all over Pat's Lazy Mare spread. A little culling in the 

Culebras leads the boys to the tie-in at Raton, New Mexico--two gamblers named Ravenal, 

and a young lady in need of help. Cleverly carpentered as before. 


Field, Peter 
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Special Mention 
No MUST BOOKS - not even any DARK HORSES of suffzcent merit to rate this paragraph. For 
the sake of pulling one or two titles out of general classification as "Problematical 
Books", note particularly the report on M. K. Argus’ MOSCOW ON THE HUDSON (Harper). 
There’s always some interest in Menckeniana~ for which audience note DISTURBER OF THE 
PEACE, by William Manchester (Harper). A new selection of poems by William Carlos 
Williams (New Directions) is newsworthy. Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON FICTION 
January 8 


Laurence, William L. Knopf 
THE HELL BOMB $2.75 

William Laurence, the Vew York Times science editor and a highly accredited wri- 
ter in the field, follows up his Dawn Over Zero (1946) with a discussion of the hydrogen 
bomb and its political implications as well as its scientific knowns. In this explanation 
of the "super" as it is known among the scientists, there are the considerations of its 
destructiveness and the radius of destruction; of how much it will cost in money and ma- 
terials; of its feasibility ("a probably attainable goal"-Einstein) and of the type of bomb 
feasible; and of its value as a safeguard to our security. Laurence feels that it is our 
best protection. At the close there is an explanation of atomic energy and fission, and 
the appendix includes proposals and affiliated material concerning international controls. 
Laurence writes with clarity and realistic vision as well as informed authority. 


January 15 


Schmedding, Joseph Caxton 
COWBOY AND INDIAN TRADER $5.00 


Life some forty years ago, happily and nostalgically recalled, this is an account 
of personal experiences, impressions and observations of Texas, New Mexico and Arizona of 
those days. The author traveled from a North Carolina stock farm to New Orleans, on to the 
Southwest where he wandered as a cowboy. He tells of the incidents of cattle drives, gamb- 
ling, freighting, and of his eventual decision to become an Indian trader. At Hubbell post, 
in Keams Canyon, he met all sorts, ran into hardships and difficulties and was unfairly 
asked to resign his post by Fall. He carried his fight right to Washington, where he was 
finally reinstated. There are stories of the Navajos, their customs and communities, the 
Snake Dance and his personal knowledge of it, ranch life and Mormons, and warm descriptions 
of the stupendous country he loved so well. True Western market. Definitely regional and 
documentary. Illustrated. 


Wood, Ernest E. Dutton 
THE GLORIOUS PRESENCE $3.75 


A new examination of the ancient, pantheistic Hindus’ lore of life, the Vedanta 
Philosophy, based on the belief that the universe of our experience is only one reality, 
but a reality that can be known. The present study is based on the Vedanta-Sutras of 
Badarayana and the commentaries of the famous Indian philosopher Shri Shankaracharya whose 
series of meditations, (de to the South-Facing Form, as translated by the author, are in- 
cluded. Comparison is made between the Vedanta Philosophy and the philosophies of such 
Western thinkers as Locke, Kant, Schopenhauer. Limited market. 














November 15, 1950 Non-fiction -687- 


January 17 


Argus, M. K. Harper 
MOSCOW ON THE HUDSON $2.75 $0 


* A pert, politically untroubled, and often amusing account of Russians in exile, 
this tells of that colony of artists, writers and aristocrats manqués who set themselves 
up in Moscow-on-the-Hudson after the exodus of 1919, brought with them their own language- 
traditions- prejudices- samovars- kept them, and looked down their Russian noses at the 
America they found. The author, who landed here with a slight linguistic edge via English- 
Self-Taught, toyed with the idea of becoming a gypsy singer, a count, a professor, tried 
out as a housepainter and a Book of Knowledge salesman, ended up writing for the Russian 
newspaper. There is the Russian theatre, ballet and restaurants they brought with them; 
the table manners and talk (Chekhov and proverbs) his American wife outlawed; a memorable 
weekend in New Jersey commemorating Pushkin; a yogurt entrepreneur and Mrs. Stalin's lover; 
and many other assorted, unassimilated Russians who lend a voluble, volatile charm. Line 
drawings- by the author. «Anything Can Happen market. 


Halsey, George D. Harper 
SELECTING AND INDUCTING EMPLOYEES $5<00 43D 


An intelligent factual job on this phase of personnel administration, but it lacks 
that vital spark that would take it out of routine. He has studied the practices and tech- 
niques of many of the companies outstanding in personnel work, with regard to testing, in- 
terviewing and indoctrinating new employees. He analyzes various types of tests that have 
been used successfully,- mental, manual, personality tests, special purpose tests. The 
author has behind him practical experience in the field for over 30 years and has published 
some of the standard books on personnel management, training and supervision. The young 
executive who knows little about selection and aiding new employees will find this book use- 
ful, but it adds little to the knowledge of those with background and experience in the 
field. e 

Hutchison, Ruth & Adams, Ruth Harper 

EVERY DAY'S A HOLIDAY $3.50 


The authors bring to this compendium of holidays a warm appreciation and 4 vast 
store of information of many peoples and their customs. Around the world, in places as 
widely separate as Egypt and Sea Girt,New Jérsey,the authors have found merrymaking rooted 
in the deepest needs of people. Skimming lightly through the sacred groves of Frazier and 
his followers, Hutchison and Adams have handled a vast amount of material, skillfully avoid- 
ing the pitfalls. For each day of the year they have chosen a holiday celebrated somewhere 
in the world on that date. They have described Druid, Egyptian, Tibetan, Indian and many 
many other cultural curiosities, indicating often the relationships with older rituals. 
Catholic, Jewish and Mohammedan ceremonies are included. This framework is less artificial 
than might be expected, unless you quibble over inclusion of seasonal folk festivals and 
Indian pageants for the tourists as not strictly "Holiday". A pleasant and unusual book 
for armchair travelers, quite different from other holiday texts. : 


Shea, Nancy Harper 
THE AIR FORCE WIFE $3.00 ~ 


A companion volume to the previous titles, The Army Wife and The Navy Wife, this 
continues the able advice for the wives of airmen and officers and takes cognizance of cur- 
rent, and changing, condition. Both for information and as a Bible of behavior, this has 
its value in emphasizing the tension and strain the husbands, in their type of Service, en- 
counter and the problems the women must face and the important role they play. There is 
common sense about engagements, weddings, financial questions, the questions of entertaining 
and social requirements, life on and off the base, in occupied areas, and in Washington,D.C., 
the changing of stations and what that entails, etc.,etc. It is a handbook of importance to 
the service wife, whether recent or married longer, for the detail and facts are well assem- 
bled and with an appendix, bibliography and index, easily referred to. 
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January 17 


Tebdbel, John | Harper 
YOUR BODY- HOW TO KEEP IT HEALTHY $2 75 
14 
Good reportage in the health field- by a competent journalist who knows how to 
get his facts, sort them out and present them. The news value of this book lies in the 
puncturing of successive theories, old wives’ tales and modern shibboleths. Vitamins come 
out of the fray as essential to the diet but not an end in themselves; the nostrums and 
cures of the patent medicine fraternity suffer virtual extinction; the scareheads on smoking 
and drinking are toned down; the widely publicized cold remedies, etc. are considerably de- 
flated, What is left is a commonsense point of view, basic to general health, physical and 
mental, and covering all angles, from diet and exercise, to parts of the body, and ills 
that flesh is heir to. Most of it has been said, but this is current. 


a“ 


January 18 3) \5 
Smith, Alson J. Doubleday 
RELIGION AND THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY $2.50 
The new psychology is parapsychology, or the science of phenomena beyond the ex- 
planation of orthodox psychology, and here a minister lends his endorsement to a belief 
which enables the "age-old insights of religious faith" to be joined with science. His 
book, which traces the evolution of parapsychology from the spiritualist's seance, has some 
unfailingly interesting (if not new) material on its various manifestations, from clair- 
voyance and telepathy and telekinesis to the laboratories where extrasensory perception 

has been encouraged, types of tests developed. There are familiar names here, Eileen Gar- 
rett, Lenore Piper, Margery, the Rhines, etc. as well as the fakery and fraud which has 
been able to flourish in this field. But there is also the writer's sincere belief in this 
science and its meaning for today as it is receiving a widening recognition and following. 


January 22 


Rogers, John William Dutton 
THE LUSTY TEXANS OF DALLAS $4.50 


Fifth in the Society in America Series, this more than flatteringly pictures the 
growth of a cluster of cabins on a river bank into a modern metropolis - a progress which 
has not smothered either the individuality or the initiative of the city or its citizens. 
It is a story that encompasses all aspects of this development - geographical, economic, 

social and fashionable, cultural, religious, educational and informative. It highlights 
the heritage of the far past, takes the story from the arrival of John Neely Bryan and his 
one man community which was incorporated in 1856 as Dallas, and carries on its history as 
a frontier town that grew up by not following the pattern of other southwest towns. From 
the conventions and customs of the early days on to those of today, with the folklore and 
legend given full play, this emphasizes the isolation that brought independence, the partic- 
ular climate and tradition of life that effected the people who have lived, and who still 
live, there. A pretty insistent volume, this. 
24 
January 26 


Ley, Willy : Viking 
DRAGONS IN AMBER | $3.75 
Sub-titled Further Adventures of a Romantic Naturalist this continues the fascin- 












ated, fascinating research undertaken in The Lungfish, the Dodo and the Unicorn, pursues some 


remote, bizarre phases of natural history and produces some exhaustive evidence. There is 
the amber count~y, Samland, and its scientific history through the centuries; the fossilized 
remains found in red sandstone; the milu, the rare deer found in China by Abbe David, who 
was also to discover the giant panda; the gingko tree, a living fossil, and our giant red- 
woods; "adventive" (unintentionally imported, as against native) plants and insects, and 
certain insect invasions; ichthyosaurs; mammoths, eels, camels, these make up a book of 
natural history which puts much new life into old bones. 
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January 29 


Jelagin, Juri Dutton 
| TAMING OF THE ARTS $3.50 

An eye-witness, personal experience story of artistic life behind the iron cur- 
tain in the decade, 1930 - 1940, is told by a violinist in Moscow theatre orchestras who 
was later a student at the Moscow Conservatory. In it he describes the era of degradation 
which followed the seething creativeness of earlier years, absurd episodes of official 
strangulation which had their fateful meaning, the dictatorship which developed both as 
to content and form in stage and music when the freedom to create was subjected to pro- 
letarian criticism and party censorship. He makes clear the transient safety of the the- 
atrical and musical worlds, for even though he was disfranchised a violinist's job. was: open 
to him at the Second ArtB Theatre, eventually his rights were restored to him, but with 
the Yehezov meat grinder crushing everything cultural, drastic changes emerged, purges 
followed until the State subordinated talent to policy. His personal story brings in the 
career of Shostakovich, the debasement of Aleksei Tolstoy, the downfall of Meyerhold and 
many other Russian artists and ends with his escape from the machine when his rebellion 
takes him on a military concert tour which won him an assignment leading to American entry 
as a DP. Of especial interest to followers of modern theatre and music, this report of 
the Soviet firing squad on the artistic front. Translated by Nicholas Wreden. 


January 31 


Manchester, William Harper 
DISTURBER OF THE PEACE: 7. L. Mencken $3.75 


* The life, and lifelong battles with the dragons of complacency and cave level 
thinking, as they were conducted by the wise, witty and caustic sage of Baltimore who as a 
newspaperman, magazine editor and philologist became one of the most important forces iin the 
last half century of American literature. Here are the early restive days in the family 
cigar business; the break into newspaper work which Mencken recorded in his trilogy. Later, 
with the American literary renaissance, the wild days of editorship on fhe Smart Set with 
George Jean Nathan when hilarity often hid H.L.'s real contributions to the breaking down 
of Pollyanna-ism in American letters, and his early drumbeating for Dreiser, Cabell, Shaw, 
Conrad and Ibsen. The ‘20's brought the original American Mercury, Mencken's test case 
with Boston's Watch and Warders, and his brilliant reportage of the Scopes Trial in Tenn- 
essee. The depression saw Mencken's temporary eclipse when he found himself out of touch 
and sympathy with a whole new generation, to be followed by his resurgence into favor with 
his trilogy and his monumental The American Language, etc. Written by a staff writer of 
the Baltimore Sun. this biography is never dull or blindly laudatory, records an exception- 
al figure in exceptionally readable terms. A must for Menckenites. 


Roulston, Marjorie Hillis Harper 
YOU CAN START ALL OVER AGAIN $2.00 $2 


The author of Jive Alone and Like It uses her own experience as springboard for 
a helpful book for widows and divorcees. (Apparently the ten years of sheltered matrimony 
which followed her career years were happy ones, but almost unfitted her for assuming in- 
dependence after her husband's death). This is sound advice on the etiquette of mourning, 
the wisdom of taking a place in normal living promptly, the advisability of cultivating a 
hobby, finding new interests, taking a job if finance and point of view so indicated, the 
importance of new contacts, a social life, developing a personality that does not demand 
sympathy and protection. There is less of the light note, bordering on flippancy that 
characterized the other book, but the philosophy is the same. Might almost be titled 


Live Alone Again and Like It. 
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Sandburg, Carl Harcourt, Brace 
COMPLETE POEMS $6.00 











This brings together the poems of America's foremost heir to the mantle of Whit- 
man, in a volume which includes the poems from his first collection, Chicago Poems, made in 
1916, through the memorable The People, Yes in 1936 (with four intervening volumes) - and 
about seventy poems which have not appeared hitherto in book form. The quantity and the 
quality of his output is impressive, though inevitably, there is unevenness of inspiration 
and execution. Grass roots America in verse. (11/20) 












Wilbur, Richard Harcourt, Brace 
CEREMONY And Other Poems $2.50 







* A second volume of poems by the young poet whose Beautiful Changes received such 
enthusiastic notices in 1947. These are indeed poems of ceremony - stately landscapes, 
minutely sculptured images, but always an essential calm and intensity of feeling. There 
is also a great variety of mood and subject. Mr. Wilbur treats desire, time passing and 
death with gentle reflection and a deeper sense of loss in In the Elegy Season, Years End 
and Pardon. However, in such poems as Juggler, Part of a Letter and The Puritans he shows 
a clear, sharp wit and invention. Such phrases as "warm conceptual lakes" and an echo from 
Frost like "I've known the wind by water banks to shake the late leaves", were better left 
unsaid. Extraordinary images like "still he came in the carnal sun, clothed in a hym of 
flies"- “backsliding wallop and tuck of the wave"- point and sharpen the verse. Quietly 
disciplined in form, and rich in tone, these are poems to be read with the keenest pleasure. 



























(11/16) 
Merrill, James E. Knopf 
FIRST POEMS $3.00 
Mr. Merrill uses a poet's palette of minutiae here - birds, eyes, statues, sea 
Gs shells, sands and a black swan. The images collected are hard, sharp, brilliant and the 


arrangement shows a clever wit and facile imagination. However, one has the feeling that 
the poet never really does touch the ground. Each poem is a glittering flight of attitudes, 
metaphors, and well-schooled phrases (excluding something like “our poppied summers" or 
"spiral staircase of association"). Stimulating, with much handsome ado. (1/8) 


Rexroth, Kenneth New Directions 
BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS $1.50 


Four plays in verse on classic Greek themes - Phaedra, Iphigenia at Aulis, Her- 
maios, Berentke. These are plays of blood and death, the weary concern with cause and ef- 
fect, life and death, life in death. Written in part on two Guggenheim Fellowships, the 
plays represent the work of a disciplined technician. The verse is somber and cadenced, the 
action intense and compact. However, for the general reader, these plays of lust and vio- 
— little of life in them - dark, dim, difficult, they will have a limited appearl. 

Jan. 
Williams, William Carlos New Directions 
THE COLLECTED LATER POEMS OF WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS $3.00 


* A sizeable collection of later poems by this major American poet. At first glance 

Dr. Williams seems to work in the imagist tradition - the words shock into focus to be the 
object rather than merely represent it. However, Dr. Williams leaves the inconsequence of 
the imagists far behind, as his vigorous perception slants into and through what he sees to 
natural and spiritual complexities. Interplays of objects, attitudes, emotions, times and 
places are caught at the poetic point of contact and rapidly crystalized. The average read- 

ee er will find these poems difficult: some snap off suddenly as an eye blink; logical develop- 
ment is often sacrificed to intensity and Dr. Williams never rests quietly on the middle 
ground of metaphor. However, always there is a brilliant incisiveness, serious imagination, 
and a vigorous human warmth. Some poems have been previously published in magazines and 
Selected Poems, Predictable audience. For the modernists who liked the earlier work of 
this winner of the National Book Award. (11/25) 













